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Effects of felling time and direction of Sugi trees by natural drying without lopping after felling in the forest
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Sugi (Cryptomeria japonica D.DON) is a wood species representative of Japan that is straight through and

has excellent processability. However, the moisture content of green wood is high, and drying, which requires

equipment, fuel, and time, is essential in the production of wood products.

For such Sugi, one possible method of drying them at material production sites is “Hagarashi-drying”, which

involves leaving the cedars with branches and leaves attached in the forest. However, the various conditions for

incorporating it into actual forestry, such as the effective timing of starting or the period of “Hagarashi-drying”,

were unclear. Therefore, as a result of investigating differences in dryness depending on the timing of the start of

“Hagarashi-drying” and the direction of felling for Sugi trees in eastern Tottori Prefecture, it was found that felling

trees in an upward direction in late August is effective.



