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Abstract
Rabies is a viral disease affecting all warm-blooded mammals with almost worldwide distribution. The virus is present in

the saliva and nervous tissue of infected animals, and its mortality rate is close to 100 percent. The number of human deaths
caused by rabies each year is estimated to be more than 50,000 in the world. Most human cases are reported from developing
countries, such as Africa and Asia. Since 1959, no rabies cases have ever been reported in Japan, because of Japan’s
successful rabies control policies.

In 2008, we focused on and made progress in investigative research on 3 areas of rabies prevention.

1) Establishing a quick inspection method by a simple serum antibody (Joint research with the National Institute of

Infectious Disease).
2) Acquisition of techniques to investigative the rabies virus.

3) Observing countries where there has been an outbreak of rabies (Queen Saovabha Memorial Institute in Bangkok,

Thailand).
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